


FOREWORD

We, at Team Vedhik is happy to introduce a new initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" compilations to help you with UPSC Civil Services 
Examination preparation. We believe this initiative - "Daily Current 
Affairs_The Hindu" would help students, especially beginners save time 
and streamline their preparations with regard to Current Affairs. A content 
page and an Appendix has been added segregating and mapping the 
content to the syllabus.
It is an appreciable efforts by Vedhik IAS Academy helping aspirants of 
UPSC Civil Services Examinations. I would like to express my sincere 
gratitude to Dr. Babu Sebastian, former VC - MG University in extending 
all support to this endeavour. Finally I also extend my thanks to thank 
Ms. Shilpa Sasidharan and Mr. Shahul Hameed for their assistance in the 
preparing the compilations. 
We welcome your valuable comments so that further improvement may 
be made in the forthcoming material. We look forward to feedback, 
comments and suggestions on how to improve and add value for students. 
Every care has been taken to avoid typing errors and if any reader comes 
across any such error, the authors shall feel obliged if they are informed 
at their Email ID.
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The government will cele-
brate the 400th birth anni-
versary of Guru Tegh Baha-
dur with a two-day event at
the Red Fort starting Wed-
nesday and the release of a
commemorative postage
stamp and coin, Union Cul-
ture Minister G. Kishan Red-
dy said on Monday. 

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi would address the
gathering and the nation
from the Red Fort on Thurs-
day, Mr. Reddy said at a
press conference. A “shabad
kirtan” would be held on

Wednesday and an exhibi-
tion on the “life and sacrif-
ice” of Guru Tegh Bahadur
would be inaugurated by Un-
ion Home Minister Amit
Shah, a statement said.

Mr. Reddy said this was
the �rst time such an event
was being held on the birth
anniversary of the ninth Sikh
guru. He added that the go-
vernment had been organis-
ing events to honour all
those “who had fought for
their religion and India’s In-
dependence” as a part of the
Azadi ka Amrit Mahotsav
programme. 

Asked about the signi�-

cance of holding the event at
the Red Fort, Culture Minis-
try secretary Govind Mohan
said the orders to execute
Guru Tegh Bahadur were is-
sued from the same site by
the Mughals. He said a mes-
sage of harmony and broth-
erhood would go out from
the ramparts of the Red
Fort, from where Prime Mi-
nisters address the nation on
Independence Day. 

The programme will be
organised by the Ministry of
Culture in collaboration
with the Delhi Sikh Gurdwa-
ra Management Committee.

(With PTI inputs)

Guru Tegh Bahadur’s birth
anniversary fete at Red Fort 
PM to address the nation; stamp and coin to be released
Special Correspondent
NEW DELHI
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Sri Lanka has been in the news so
much of late that its current woes are
the stu� of popular knowledge. Eve-
ryone can see the extreme depriva-
tion caused to its people due to the
absence of their staple food at an af-
fordable price in the market and the
shortage of petrol at the pump.
Those with even a modicum of know-
ledge of economics can trace it back
to the dwindling foreign exchange re-
serves which are needed not only to
import food but also to service exter-
nal debt. They would even compre-
hend the default on this debt that has
now taken place. But Sri Lanka’s fo-
reign exchange crisis is only the
symptom of a larger malaise which
needs to be understood. How is it
that a country fails to produce su�-
ciently even the most basic of food-
stu�, such as rice and milk powder?
That is less easy to comprehend.

Since the end of colonial rule, Sri
Lanka’s political arrangements have
been an amalgam of nationalism in
politics and welfarism in economics.
Ethno-nationalism was stoked to
forge a nation state in terms of a Sin-
hala identity, the beginnings of
which had emerged in the �fties. It is
recognisable in the o�cial “Sinhala
Only” language policy introduced at
the time. Though this may have been
diluted subsequently, it empowered
ethnic chauvinism and left the size-
ble Tamil-speaking population inse-
cure. 

Linguistic disenfranchisement
The origins of the linguistic disen-
franchisement of the Tamils owed
partly to the appeasement of the
Buddhist clergy, which is almost ex-
clusively Sinhala. It not only caused
the alienation of the Tamil-speaking
population but led to the formation
of the Tamil Tigers, a terrorist organ-
isation, and a civil war. The Tamil
Tigers were �nally vanquished, but it
took over two-and-a-half decades for
the Sri Lankan state to achieve this.
In the meanwhile, there was an exo-
dus of Tamils, the better-o� leaving
for the West and, those who could es-
cape, heading for Tamil Nadu.

With the Tamils having had a sig-
ni�cant presence in the professions,
the country experienced a loss of ex-
pertise in almost all spheres. The im-
pact of a loss of technical expertise
for an economy is slow and often in-
discernible but sure to a�ect it adver-
sely, which we see happening in In-
dia. The civil war is also likely to have
held back investment. While all un-
certainty stalls investment, private
investors would be particularly re-
luctant to commit their money in a
time of near anarchy. A state pursu-
ing a civil war can hardly make up for
this through public investment, as it
is bound to be severely fund-con-
strained due to its military opera-
tions. Nor would it have had much
time to address stress points that ar-
ise from time to time in any market
economy, let alone plan for econom-
ic development. In diverse ways,
then, social strife can hamper the de-
velopment of the productive forces
of a country and its economic growth
gets a�ected.

So here we have the �rst caution-
ary tale from Sri Lanka for India. Sri
Lanka’s woes are economic on the
surface but stem from social strife
that have been exacerbated by ma-
joritarian identity politics fanned by
the State. Identity politics between
social groups is a recipe for econom-
ic disaster. It would not be o� the
mark to suggest that the Modi go-
vernment’s inability to even restore,
let alone raise, the investment rate in
India is partly related to the socio-
political tension that has come in its
wake. The strife between the Centre
and the States and antagonism bet-
ween religious communities are sure
ways to deter investment even if
there is some improvement in the

ease of doing business. The exit of
some high-net-worth Indians from
the country and the out�ow of fo-
reign direct investment are examples
of this. In�ow of foreign direct invest-
ment to India has been high since
2014 but has been unable to make up
for the depressed domestic private
investment.

Political, economic lessons
If the �rst lesson from Lanka is about
how politics can a�ect the economy,
the second is about how �awed eco-
nomic policy can a�ect an econo-
my’s prospects. The country �rst
came into the world’s reckoning in
the 1950s when its economic policy
was lauded for welfare programmes
that included subsidised rice. But not
everyone was impressed at the time.
In his autobiography Home and the
World, Amartya Sen narrates how
the Cambridge economist Joan Ro-
binson had described this as a case of
“wanting to taste the fruit before
growing it”. Mr. Sen implies that he
was not convinced by this view but
his supervisor appears to have been
endowed with some remarkable fo-
resight. Now, the grande dame of
economics in her time, could hardly
have been against the idea of welfare
per se living as she was in the U.K.,
the world’s pre-eminent welfare
state. She was very likely decrying
welfarism, which make the distribu-
tion of consumer goods the centre-
piece of economic policy. In any
case, she has been proved right. 

In Sri Lanka, distributism seems
to have run ahead of what could be
guaranteed from domestic sources.
This newspaper has previously re-
ported on the slogan “Produce or
perish” from the country’s past polit-

ical hustings. It would serve as smart
advice not only for the three Sri Lan-
kan economists now tasked to take
their country out of the crisis but al-
so to the political class of India. As In-
dia’s economy has grown, many of
the States have stepped up their wel-
fare spending. Some have distribut-
ed bicycles for girls and others televi-
sion sets to families. While no form
of welfare need be precluded in prin-
ciple, the public �nances are subject
to an accounting constraint. When
revenues are limited, free bicycles
and televisions sets crowd out spend-
ing on measures that increase an
economy’s productive capacity,
which includes its endowment of
schools, hospitals and the infrastruc-
ture needed for production. There is
also an ethical issue to be faced.
When welfarism is �nanced by bor-
rowing rather than taxes, future gen-
erations pay for our consumption.

A third lesson from Sri Lanka is to
not treat openness to the world eco-
nomy as a panacea. In the 1970s, in a
switch from avowedly socialist eco-
nomic policies, Sri Lanka liberalised
trade and capital �ows. It is a moot
question how this policy reorienta-
tion may have worked had a civil war
lasting decades not intervened but
the reliance on world markets that it
led to has not helped the country. A
celebrated theorem in economics,
the theory of comparative advan-
tage, encourages a country to spe-
cialise in its production and to rely
on foreign trade for goods that it
does not produce. This assumes that
there will be a continuing demand
for the country’s product. Sri Lanka’s
case shows us why it can be damag-
ing for a country to rely on trade for
its essential consumption goods. By
comparison, the States of India that
face de�cit of food are saved by being
part of the Indian Union. Unlike Sri
Lanka, they need not earn foreign ex-
change to receive food from the na-
tional granary, Kerala being the
prime example of this arrangement.
Sri Lanka’s �rst task would be to ur-
gently revive its food producing sec-
tor. As for India it must learn from its
neighbour’s misfortunes and step up
domestic production across sectors,
from oilseeds to renewable energy
and defence equipment.

Pulapre Balakrishnan teaches at Ashoka
University, Sonipat

India must step up domestic production from oilseeds to renewable energy and defence equipment 

Protesters shout slogans demanding President Gotabaya Rajapaksa’s
resignation over the country's crippling economic crisis. * AFP

Sri Lankan lessons for India 

Pulapre Balakrishnan
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Just four years ago, in June
2018, then United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump sent his

Ambassador to the United Na-
tions, Nikki Haley, on a sensitive
mission to New Delhi. Ms. Haley,
who was to meet Prime Minister
Narendra Modi to convince the
Government to drop its oil imports
from Iran or face U.S. sanctions,
and said that India must “rethink
its ties”, was probably chosen be-
cause she was a diplomat and also
an Indian-American which had a
certain appeal in India. A day later,
India’s petroleum ministry asked
re�ners to cut imports from Iran.
Within a few months, when the
American deadline expired, the
Government announced that it
had “zeroed out” its imports of oil
from Iran, once India’s preferred
choice and its third biggest sup-
plier of crude.

‘Appeals’ and India’s reaction
Now, in 2022, the U.S. pressure on
India to cut its oil imports from
Russia has been much less subtle.
The appeal to “zero out” oil pur-
chases from Russia, and not accel-
erate them, has come from the
highest quarters: these include
U.S. President Joe Biden to Mr. Mo-
di during a virtual summit;U.S. Se-
cretary of State Antony Blinken
during the “2+2” ministerial meet-
ing in Washington last week, and
from another Indian-American
emissary, Deputy National Securi-
ty Adviser for International Eco-
nomics Daleep Singh, who, while
he was on a visit to Delhi, spoke of
“consequences” for creating pay-
ment mechanisms around sanc-
tions against Russia.

The pressure is likely to in-
crease in the coming weeks, with
more engagements planned by Mr.
Modi with European leaders — the
British Prime Minister Boris John-
son will arrive in India this week,
and Mr. Modi is expected to travel
to Germany and France for bilater-
al meetings and to Denmark for a
summit with Nordic countries.

Thus far, nearly two months in-
to Russia’s war with Ukraine, New
Delhi’s position has been to push
back: External A�airs Minister S.
Jaishankar said in February that

India does not recognise unilateral
sanctions (only the ones mandat-
ed by the United Nations), fol-
lowed by some tough talking in
Washington last week. This in-
cludes the fact that after 12 occa-
sions of votes at the UN, India con-
tinues to abstain on resolutions
critical of Russia’s invasion and the
daily bombardment of civilians.
Despite talks with leaders from the
U.S., Japan and Australia, each of
whom criticised Russia in their
summit remarks, India’s Ministry
of External A�airs has not allowed
any direct mention of Russia in the
respective joint statements. In
March and April, India has bought
more Russian oil, at a discount,
than it did in all of 2021, and is now
accelerating coal imports as well.
While deliveries of the Russian
S-400 missile defence system may
be delayed by the war, New Delhi
is not putting its defence deals
with Moscow on hold. Russian
bank o�cials have held meetings
with the Reserve Bank of India in
Mumbai for technical talks on the
rupee-rouble payment mechan-
ism to be used for purchases that
circumvent sanctions.

Sustainability of stand
So what explains the Govern-
ment’s refusal to bow to combined
western pressure on the issue of
India’s Russian engagement so far,
when it gave in to far less pressure
on dealing with Iran? And can New
Delhi’s position be sustained
much longer? While most analysis
of India’s stance deals with its past
relationship with Russia, (this in-
cludes the Soviet Union), the truth
may lie in the Modi government’s
perceptions of its future challeng-
es: from its defence and energy
procurements to global economic
trends, to its continental border
challenges, especially with China,
and the growing focus by western
countries on human rights issues
in India. For example, India’s de-
fence hardware dependency on
Russia ranges around 60%, while
dependency on spare parts is
close to 85%. These could be o�set
with more purchases from the U.S.
and the procurement of spares
from the Commonwealth of Inde-
pendent State countries that pro-
duced Soviet weapons. What will
be harder to replace are defence
purchases involving the transfer of
technology, and export capabili-
ties such as the BrahMos missile
(short for Brahmaputra-Moskva),
as the Government seeks more
domestic production. 

Similarly, while India’s energy
dependence on Russia has been
pegged at less than 2%, and it is
unlikely to substantially increase
its intake on the “heavy” Ural va-
riety due to its high sulphur con-
tent, it is worth remembering that
Indian oil public sector units have
invested $16 billion in Russian oil
and gas �elds in eastern Russia,
with stakes in Sakhalin-1, Vankor
and Taas-Yuryakh . In 2017, Russia
ful�lled a long-held dream dating
back to Tsarist times to buy a
warm water port, when Rosneft
acquired a stake in the Vadinar re-
�nery situated strategically on the
Gujarat coast as part of a deal for a
49% stake in Essar Oil (this was a
deal that Mr. Modi and Russian
President Vladimir Putin had
themselves promoted at a sum-
mit). In renewable energy too,
while India has signed civil nu-
clear deals with a number of coun-
tries, including the U.S. and
France, the only foreign nuclear
power plants that actually exist
are those built by Russia (Kudan-
kulam in Tamil Nadu).

Above all, any serious future
analysis of the con�ict would
question the long-term sustaina-
bility of the sanctions imposed by
the western bloc, their e�ect on
the Russian economy, and wheth-
er a sizeable number of important
global economies will join the
sanctions regime. If only about 30
to 40 countries have joined the
sanctions trail, while India, China
and much of South America and
Africa stay out (as is the situation
now), then it stands to reason that
India does not bene�t by restrict-
ing itself to only one side of the
“dollar vs non-dollar” economic
system, and will seek to straddle
both.

Comfort in groupings
India’s strategic future is also inex-
tricably linked with Russia. The
Napoleonic adage, “If you know a
country’s geography, you can un-
derstand and predict its foreign
policy”, could not hold truer for
India’s continental predicament
with its primary threats on its
northern frontier from China and

Pakistan, and a resultant need to
have Russia onside.

In the past two years, as Chi-
nese troops have transgressed and
occupied Indian territory, it is
Moscow that has stepped in to pro-
vide venues and facilitate talks
that have resulted in partial disen-
gagement. Russian Foreign Minis-
ter Sergei Lavrov’s visit to Delhi
this month — he arrived directly
from China, and one that closely
followed the trip by Chinese Fo-
reign Minister Wang Yi to India
(and also where both o�cials
stressed the importance of region-
al cooperation) on the one hand
and last week’s meeting of the Bra-
zil-Russia-India-China-South Afri-
ca Sherpas on the other, are poin-
ters. They indicate that the Modi
government still �nds comfort in
groupings such as BRICS, RIC (Rus-
sia-India-China) and Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO),
despite all the developments so
far. 

As has been oft-repeated, Rus-
sia’s consistent support as a P-5
member of the UN Security Coun-
cil is important, albeit not irre-
placeable, but its support at other
multilateral institutions such as
the Financial Action Task Force
(FATF) and the Nuclear Suppliers
Group makes it that much more
valuable. These factors are rein-
forced by the Modi-Putin bonho-
mie. Apart from visits to Brussels
to meet Mr. Biden and Beijing to
meet Chinese President Xi Jinping,
Mr. Putin has made an exception
only for Delhi, meeting Mr. Modi
last December. The two leaders
are in regular telephonic contact,
and unlike the West, Mr. Putin has
not (even once) raised concerns
over the “backsliding of democra-
cy” or “human rights violations”
in the manner the European Un-
ion and the U.S. have — these in-
clude the Citizenship (Amend-
ment) Act, the Jammu and
Kashmir reorganisation, or the
treatment of minorities, the media
and non-governmental
organisations.

If these are the “pull factors”
that keep New Delhi �rmly an-
chored to Moscow, the absence of
any “push factors” is another rea-
son for this situation. While in
2017, Mr. Trump may have seemed
irrational enough to sanction a
strategic partner such as India ov-
er Iran, a Biden administration as
well as European countries seem
far less likely to do so. As a result,
South Block’s expectation is that
riding out this current period will

be easier, apart from a few awk-
ward conversations at the leader-
ship levels.

In refusing to entertain western
sanctions, and even building pay-
ment structures to circumvent
them, the Government has in-
voked India’s �rmly-held princi-
ples of non-alignment and strateg-
ic autonomy. They mirror
decisions of the past like when the
A.B. Vajpayee government decid-
ed to conduct nuclear tests and
face sanctions in 1998, and the
Manmohan Singh government re-
fused to bend to U.S. pressure on
Iran oil sanctions, despite a visit by
the U.S. Secretary of State, Hillary
Clinton, in 2012.

Expression without fear
What the Government fails to ex-
plain, however, is why any of these
reasons prevent it from criticising
Russia for what is quite obviously a
brutal invasion by one country on
another. In 2003, despite a grow-
ing partnership with the U.S. that
was �nally turning a corner after
the nuclear tests, the Indian go-
vernment brought a resolution to
Parliament that “deplored” the ac-
tions of the coalition led by the
U.S. for its war on a sovereign Iraq,
calling the invasion “unaccepta-
ble”. But then External A�airs Mi-
nister Yashwant Sinha stood up to
speak during the debate on the re-
solution passed unanimously, and
noted that despite India’s di�e-
rences with the U.S. on the war,
the Government would continue
to develop bilateral relations. 

It should have been possible for
the government of the day to ex-
press its opposition to Russian ac-
tions in Ukraine similarly, while
maintaining an independent posi-
tion on unilateral sanctions. The
Government could look no further
at the explanation on neutrality
that Prime Minister Jawaharlal
Nehru gave during a speech in the
U.S. in 1949, a few years before the
Bandung Conference that led In-
dia to the Non-aligned Movement
— “We are neither blind to reality
nor do we propose to acquiesce in
any challenge to man’s freedom
from whatever quarter it may
come. Where freedom is menaced
or justice threatened or where ag-
gression takes place, we cannot
and shall not be neutral.” The as-
sertion of strategic autonomy can-
not carry credibility, unless it is ex-
pressed without fear or favour of
the consequences.

suhasini.h@thehindu.co.in

India can criticise Russia’s Ukraine invasion 
It is possible for the Government to express its criticism while maintaining an independent stand on unilateral sanctions 

Suhasini Haidar

AP
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China’s economy slowed in
March as consumption, real
estate and exports were hit
hard, taking the shine o�
faster-than-expected, �rst-
quarter growth numbers
and worsening an outlook
already weakened by CO-
VID-19 curbs and the Uk-
raine war.

The biggest near-term
challenge for Beijing is the
tough new coronavirus
rules at a time of heightened
geopolitical risks, which
have intensi�ed supply and
commodity cost pressures,
leaving Chinese authorities
walking a tight rope as they
try to stimulate growth with-
out endangering price
stability.

Gross domestic product
(GDP) expanded by 4.8% in

the �rst quarter from a year
earlier, data from the Na-
tional Bureau of Statistics
showed, beating analysts’
expectations for a 4.4% gain
and picking up from 4% in
the fourth quarter. 

Analysts said April data
would likely be worse, with
lockdowns in commercial
centre Shanghai and el-
sewhere dragging on,
prompting some to warn of
rising recession risks.

China Q1 GDP tops
forecast, expands 4.8%
March weakness raises outlook risks
Reuters
BEIJING
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With the May 3 deadline set
by Maharashtra Navnirman
Sena (MNS) chief Raj Thacke-
ray for the Maha Vikas Agha-
di (MVA) government to re-
move loudspeakers from
mosques drawing near,
Nashik Police on Monday
banned its use without per-
mission at religious places. 

The police also prohibited
the playing of Hanuman
Chalisa or bhajans over
loudspeakers 15 minutes be-
fore and after azan, and
within a 100-metre radius of
mosques in the city.

‘New rules to be framed’
In tandem with Nashik Polic-
e’s order, Maharashtra Home
Minister Dilip Walse-Patil
said the State Director Gen-
eral of Police and the Mum-
bai Police Commissioner
have been directed to pre-
pare guidelines on the use of
loudspeakers. He said a noti-
�cation for the entire State

would be issued in a couple
of days. Mr. Walse-Patil said,
“No one should attempt to
heighten communal ten-
sions in the State. Any per-
son or out�t deliberately at-
tempting to do so will be
sternly dealt with.”

MNS general secretary
Sandeep Deshpande said the
party remained �rm on Mr.
Thackeray’s ultimatum and
would study the noti�cation
to be issued by the State. 

The Nashik City Police
Commissionerate said every

mosque, temple, gurdwara,
church and other religious
establishment should seek
Nashik Commissioner of Pol-
ice Deepak Pandey’s permis-
sion for “installation of loud-
speakers/sound transmitting
devices” before May 3. 

“Legal action will be taken
against those found violating
the order after May 3. All ille-
gal loudspeakers will be con-
�scated,” Mr. Pandey said.

The MVA leadership has
been accusing the MNS of
playing divisive politics, ad-

vocating a hard-line Hindut-
va agenda and acting as the
‘B-team’ of the Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) with the aim
of eating into the votes of the
ruling Shiv Sena. The Sena
has accused the MNS of de-
liberately stoking communal
tensions to facilitate the
BJP’s wish of imposing Presi-
dent’s rule in Maharashtra. 

Former stronghold
It is notable that the �rst
‘blow’ struck by the MVA
against Mr. Thackeray has
come from Nashik, a former
stronghold of the MNS. In
2012, when Mr. Thackeray
was considered a potent
force in Maharashtra polit-
ics, the party emerged on
top in the Nashik civic body
polls, winning 40 of the 122
seats. 

Though the MNS started
several public work projects
in the city, the party fell into
disarray �ve years later with
the defection of a number of
local leaders.

Can’t use loudspeakers without
permission, says Nashik Police 
Ahead of MNS deadline, playing of Hanuman Chalisa near mosques also barred
Shoumojit Banerjee
Pune

Loudspeakers atop a mosque.
* PICTURE FOR REPRESENTATION

<> No one should
attempt to
heighten
communal
tensions in the
State. Any person
or out�t
deliberately
attempting to do so
will be sternly
dealt with

Dilip Walse-Patil 
Maharashtra Home Minister 
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A tribal council in Meghalaya
has joined the list of indivi-
duals and organisations in
opposing the State govern-
ment’s deal with Assam to
resolve a 50-year-old boun-
dary dispute.

The Assam and Megha-
laya governments had on
March 29 �nalised the pact
to divide 36.79 sq. km of dis-
puted areas. The two go-
vernments had taken up six
of 12 disputed sectors in the
�rst phase of discussions.

‘No authority’
The Khasi Hills Autonomous
District Council (KHADC)
claimed that the disputed
areas belong to private par-
ties and the Meghalaya go-
vernment has neither the

authority nor the right to
hand them over to Assam.

“The government will be
required to take the council’s
consent according to Section
41 of the Right to Fair Com-
pensation and Land Acquisi-
tion and Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013, be-
fore any handover,” said Ti-
tosstarwell Chyne, the Khasi
Hills Autonomous District

Council’s chief executive
member.

The Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Council is one
of three tribal councils in
Meghalaya created under
the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution. Each of them
function as a government
within a speci�ed territory.

Apart from the Khasi Hills
Autonomous District Coun-
cil, some traditional institu-
tions such as Hima (a Khasi
state) and villagers not keen
on being tagged with Assam
have threatened to go to
court if the Meghalaya go-
vernment cannot review the
boundary deal. 

The Meghalaya govern-
ment has said the agree-
ment, based on a list of dis-
puted sectors submitted to
Assam in 2011, cannot be re-

visited. The deal remains to
be rati�ed by Parliament and
the Assemblies of the two
States concerned before the
boundary is redrawn.

Fear of losing rights 
The residents of two border
villages – Malchapara and
Salbari – have said they will
not give up without a �ght.
They fear they will lose the
tribal rights if they are sepa-
rated from Meghalaya.

“We are consulting legal
experts for taking the matter
to court, if the government
does not listen to our voices
of protest,” Malchapara lead-
er Jewash Sangma said. 

The disgruntled people of
these and other such border
villages have been carrying
out rallies against the boun-
dary deal for a month now.

Meghalaya council opposes border deal
Khasi Hills Autonomous District Council says State has no right over private land 
Special Correspondent
GUWAHATI <> The government

will be required to 
take the council’s
consent according to
Section 41 of the Right to
Fair Compensation and
Land Acquisition and
Rehabilitation and
Resettlement Act, 2013
Titosstarwell Chyne 
Chief executive member, KHADC
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The Telecom Regulatory Authority of India’s latest
recommendations on the auction of airwaves
identi�ed for 5G services, particularly the pricing

of spectrum, have triggered disappointment within the
industry. While TRAI has proposed cuts of about 35-
40% on the reserve prices at which the relevant fre-
quency bands of spectrum could be auctioned, telecom
services providers contend that the recommendations
run counter to the spirit behind the relief-cum-reforms
package unveiled by the Government last September. In
acknowledging the extent of stress as well as the ripple
e�ects that protracted distress in the industry would
have on the economy, the Union Cabinet had at the
time decided among other measures to increase the te-
nure of spectrum assignment to 30 years, from 20
years. The regulator, however, has proposed charging
1.5 times the reduced reserve price for a 30-year tenure
on spectrum thereby virtually negating the proposed
cut and undermining the Government’s aim of making
spectrum a�ordable enough to encourage greater parti-
cipation in the auctions. Ironically, TRAI’s recommen-
dations cite a November letter from the DoT which had
underscored the fact that only 37% of the spectrum on
o�er at the last auction had been sold, showing that the
regulator was conscious of the need to further rational-
ise the reserve price. TRAI’s reasoning for the reserve
prices, an elaborate consultative process notwithstand-
ing, appear steeped in a conservative approach that dis-
counts the challenges the industry is currently facing as
well as the signi�cant capital investments needed to
modernise the country’s telecom networks.

A look at some of the countries that have so far suc-
cessfully rolled out 5G networks shows that Japan and
South Korea avoided auctions and instead adopted the
discretionary approach to spectrum allotment. True,
this approach was abandoned by India after the Su-
preme Court in 2012 struck down the grant of 2G licenc-
es and mandated auctions as the best method to ob-
viate malfeasance in the exercise of discretionary
powers. Still, an auction would ensure that the resource
being o�ered is actually bid for and utilised only if the
price is viable for the industry. India’s telcos point to
the fact that even today their ability to invest in the in-
frastructure required to cover the length and breadth of
the country and simultaneously ensure optimum reach
and availability of signals in dense urban areas is some-
what constrained by the high cost of spectrum relative
to the global average as well as one of the lowest realisa-
tions in terms of average revenue per user. For the Go-
vernment to realise its goal of netting optimum revenue
from the auction of spectrum even as it ensures that In-
dia does not end up lagging behind in the rollout of 5G
telecom services, policymakers need to insist TRAI revi-
sit its recommendations. The economy can ill a�ord
any further disruptions in the linchpin sector.

The right price 
TRAI might need to revisit its

recommendations to ensure viability of telcos 
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The Securities Appellate Tri-
bunal (SAT) has admitted
former NSE chief Chitra
Ramkrishna’s plea against a
SEBI order in relation to go-
vernance lapses at the
bourse and directed her to
deposit an amount of ₹2
crore.

The appellate tribunal al-
so directed NSE to deposit
more than ₹4 crore towards
leave encashment and de-
ferred bonus of Ramkrishna
in an escrow account as
against SEBI’s direction
where the amount was to be
parked in the Investor Pro-
tection Fund Trust.

In an order dated Febru-
ary 11, SEBI had slapped a
penalty of ₹3 crore on Ms.

Ramkrishna for alleged go-
vernance lapses in a case re-
lated to the appointment of
Anand Subramanian as the
Group Operating O�cer and
Advisor when she was MD
and CEO of the NSE.

Besides, the watchdog
had asked NSE to deposit the
excess leave encashment of

₹1.54 crore and the deferred
bonus of ₹2.83 crore of Ms.
Ramkrishna in the Investor
Protection Fund Trust. 

Passing a four-page order
dated April 11, the tribunal
said various questions that
had been raised would be
considered at the time of
hearing. It also directed SE-
BI to submit its reply within
four weeks, while listing the
case for hearing on June 30.

“However... to balance
the equities as well as ba-
lance of convenience, we di-
rect NSE... to deposit ₹4.73
crore towards leave encash-
ment and deferred bonus of
the appellant in an escrow
account of instead of depos-
iting it in the Investor Pro-
tection Fund Trust,” the tri-
bunal said.

SAT admits Ramkrishna’s 
plea against regulator’s order
SEBI asked to submit reply in 4 weeks; hearing on June 30
Press Trust of India
New Delhi

Chitra Ramkrishna
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Tamil Nadu constituting a committee to draft
its own State education policy may be con-
strued as a challenge to the national educa-
tion policy, though it may actually do good
for States to draft their education policy. It
may guide them to give e�ect to the national
educational policy in a considered, well
thought out manner. 

State, district, block and even village level
policies could enable a more meaningful im-
plementation of the national policy as it may
lead to a policy stack that serves the goals of
national growth grounded in the local con-
texts. The aspirational districts programmes
show the possibilities of local meshing with
the whole.

What is disquieting here is the intention to
evolve a counter education policy for the
State. The concerns raised by the States, of-
ten strident, could be many: insistence on a
third language, elitist tilt devoid of concerns
for the weaker and downtrodden sections,
imposed by the Centre sans regard to their
needs and misgivings. 

Even though the NEP 2020 is claimed to
be a culmination of the largest public consul-
tation in policy history, the process of con-
sultation and curating the mass contribu-
tions, being new, lacked clear articulation of
outcomes and evolution of the policy.

The grouse became graver because the �-
nal draft of the policy wasn’t discussed and
deliberated in the Central Advisory Board of
Education (CABE). Chaired by the Union
Education Minister and with Ministers of
Education of all the States and educationists
as its members, it provides an e�ective way
for the key stakeholders to express their
views, particularly if the need is to evolve a
national education policy rather than that of
the central government alone. 

CABE consultation has been deemed es-
sential to building purpose and context-led
policies, and deeper policy engagement, and
thus ensure alignment along the policy pile
from the grassroots to the idealists.

Supplementing each other
There will inevitably be di�erences between
the education policies devised for the na-
tion, for a State, for a district and that of a
school since each level has a distinct pur-
pose. There will always be regional priorities
and constraints compelling the States to
serve education in a di�erent way. This only
means that the national and State policies
need to supplement each other.

Education being in the concurrent list
since 1976, is a joint and shared responsibili-
ty of the Union and the State governments.
Coordination and maintenance of standards
may vest in the Union government, but it ap-
plies to higher education only. Education
policy, on the other hand, deals with all le-
vels of education.

Alarming changes
Many a change in the education system, par-
ticularly in higher education, introduced be-
fore and after the policy may have alarmed
the States. The given impression that the
common university entrance test (CUET) is
the �rst step towards a ‘one nation, one ex-
amination’ system as envisaged by the policy
even though the text of the policy clearly de-
clared that it should be up to the individual
universities to use CUET scores or not, is the
latest example.

Making the undergraduate national eligi-
bility test (NEET UG) mandatory for admis-
sion to all medical colleges is yet another ex-
ample. States like Tamil Nadu feel that the
centralised admission test caused monetary
burden and inconvenience for students. 

Data lends credence to their concerns that
the national level tests favour students com-
ing from the Central Board of Secondary
Education (CBSE). In 2021, the percentage of
students qualifying the UG NEET was as high
as 73.9 percent for CBSE students, whereas
only 33.2, 37.1, 44.8, 44.4 and 47.5 percen-
tage from M.P., U.P., Bihar, Maharashtra and
Tamil Nadu Boards respectively could quali-
fy. 

So has been the case with the IIT JEE ex-
ams. Close to 59% of the shortlisted students
were from CBSE Board alone.

These statistics are often used to berate
them for the poor quality of their school
education. A closer look, however, suggests
that this may be due to the di�erences in the
syllabus and examination methods of the
State boards and the CBSE. 

Indeed no one could argue that the State
boards must make their syllabus completely
compatible with the CBSE, for it would tanta-
mount to suggesting that there should only
be a single school board for the whole coun-
try, ‘one nation one school examination’.

Policy engagement is an essential part of
its implementation. It may be wise to miti-
gate the trust de�cit, made evident by recent
statements, between the Union and the
States on key areas such as education. 

If some States feel they are falling behind,
this is an opportunity to move forward for
better quality education.

Furqan Qamar is Professor at Jamia Millia Islamia
and a former Adviser (Education) in the Planning
Commission. Meeta Sengupta is a writer, speaker and
adviser on education and skills

Consensus key for education 
Ful�lling local needs will make policy more meaningful 

Furqan Qamar & Meeta Sengupta
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In�ation in India’s wholesale
prices hit a four-month high
of 14.55% in March, from
13.11% in February, driven by
accelerating price rise
across all categories of
goods, with fuel and power
as well as primary articles
driving most of the gains.

This is the 12th month in a
row that wholesale in�ation
has exceeded 10%. Fuel and
power in�ation surged to a
three-month high of 34.5%
in March, from 31.5% in Fe-
bruary, while in�ation in
primary articles accelerated
to 15.54% from 13.39%.

The month-on-month rise
in the fuel and power index
was 5.68%, more than dou-
ble February’s 2.7%. The rise
in fuel and power in�ation
was triggered mainly by an
uptick in electricity prices,
Morgan Stanley economists
Upasana Chachra and Bani
Gambhir said in a note.

Wholesale price in�ation,
which was at 7.89% in March
2021, had hit a record high of
14.9% in November and was
at 14.3% in December. It had
eased below the 14% mark in
January and February. 

While retail in�ation had
hit a 17-month high of 6.95%
in March, largely due to
higher food prices, the who-
lesale food price index in-
ched up marginally to 8.71%,
from 8.47% in February.
“This was on the back of a
sharper rise in the prices of
manufactured food articles
even as primary food prices
remained stable,” Ms. Cha-
chra and Ms. Gambhir said.

The high in�ation was at-
tributed “primarily to rise in
prices of crude petroleum
and natural gas, mineral
oils, basic metals, etc. owing
to disruption in global sup-

ply chain caused by Russia-
Ukraine con�ict”, the O�ce
of the Economic Adviser, De-
partment for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade,
said in a statement.

‘Higher than expected’ 
Terming the broad-based
spike in wholesale in�ation
“higher than expected”,
ICRA chief economist Aditi
Nayar said the jump in crude
oil prices was the biggest
contributor to the rise in in-
�ation, followed by fuels and
core items. 

Wholesale price in�ation
climbs to 14.55% in March 
The broad-based in�ation is led by fuel and power
Vikas Dhoot
New Delhi

CONTINUED ON � PAGE 10
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groups of the core index es-
caped a month-on-month
rise in March 2022, namely
beverages, other transport
equipment, wearing appa-
rel and pharmaceutical pro-
ducts,” Ms. Nayar pointed
out.

Manufactured products
in�ation moved up from
9.84% to 10.71%. However,
the month-on-month
change in the index for ma-
nufactured goods was shar-
per at 2.31%.

“We expect the in�ation
measured by the Wholesale
Price Index (WPI) to remain
in the range of 13.5% to 15%
in April, partly depending
on where crude oil prices
settle in the rest of April
2022 and how much petrol
and diesel prices are revised
further,” she said.

Even core in�ation har-
dened by a sharp 2.2% in
March over February 2022
to hit 10.9%. 

“Only four of the 21 sub-

Wholesale price in�ation
climbs to 14.55% in March 
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Arun Kumar

Cryptocurrency will be dis-
couraged via taxation and
capital gains provisions.

This was the message from the Fi-
nance Minister during the Budget
discussion in Parliament. Will this
slow the growing use of cryptos in
India? Russian kleptocrats have
been using cryptos to escape sanc-
tions. Ukraine has been a centre
for cryptos trading due to its lax
rules and is using them to raise
funds for its war with Russia.

The Governor of the Reserve
Bank of India, in February, high-
lighted two things. First, “private
cryptocurrencies are a big threat
to our �nancial and macroeco-
nomic stability”. Second, “these
cryptocurrencies have no underly-
ing (asset)... not even a tulip”.
Soon thereafter, a Deputy Gover-
nor of the RBI called cryptos
worse than a Ponzi scheme and ar-
gued against “legitimizing” them.
Yet, the RBI announced that it will
�oat a Central Bank Digital Curren-
cy (CBDC). How do we understand
all this? The Supreme Court of In-
dia has also asked the Government
whether or not cryptos are legal.

The Governor calling cryptos as
cryptocurrency has unintentional-
ly identi�ed them as a currency.
Clearly, statements from the RBI
indicate a growing worry since the

proliferation of cryptos threatens
the RBI’s place in the economy’s �-
nancial system. This threat emerg-
es from the decentralised charac-
ter of cryptos based on blockchain
technology which central banks
cannot regulate and which ena-
bles enterprising private entities
(such as Satoshi Nakamoto who in-
itiated Bitcoins in 2009) to �oat
cryptos which can function as as-
sets and money. 

Cryptos which operate via the
net can be banned only if all na-
tions come together. Even then,
tax havens may allow cryptos to
function, defying the global agree-
ment. They have been facilitating
the �ight of capital and illegality in
spite of pressures from powerful
nations. The genie is out of the
bottle. The total valuation of cryp-
tos recently was upward of $2 tril-
lion — more than the value of gold
held globally.

Cryptos as currency
A CBDC will not solve the RBI’s
problem since it can only be a �at
currency and not a crypto. Howev-
er, cryptos can function as money.
This di�erence needs to be
understood.

A currency is a token used in
market transactions. Historically,
commodities (such as copper
coins) have been used as tokens
since they themselves are valua-
ble. But paper currency is useless
till the government declares it to
be a �at currency. It is only then
that everyone accepts it at the va-
lue printed on it.

So, paper currency derives its
value from state backing. Cryptos

are a string of numbers in a com-
puter programme and are even
more worthless. And, there is no
state backing. So, how do they be-
come acceptable as tokens for ex-
change? Their acceptability to the
well-o� enables them to act as mo-
ney. Paintings with little use value
have high valuations because the
rich agree to it. It is similar for
cryptos.

Bitcoin, the most prominent
crypto, has been designed to be-
come expensive. Its total number
is limited to 21 million and pro-
gressively requires more and more
computer power and energy to
produce (called mining, like for
gold). As the cost of producing bit-
coin has risen, its price has also in-
creased. This has led to specula-
tive investment which drives the
price higher and attracts more in-
vestors. So, since 2009, in spite of
wildly �uctuating prices, they
have yielded high returns making
speculation successful.

Unlike the tulip mania
The RBI Governor’s statement that
cryptos have no underlying asset,
not even a tulip, refers to the time
when tulip prices rose dramatical-

ly before they collapsed. But, tu-
lips cannot be used as tokens
while cryptos can be used via the
Internet. Also, the supply of tulips
can expand rapidly as their price
goes up while the number of Bit-
coins is limited.

So, cryptos acquire value and
can be transacted via the net. This
enables them to function as mo-
ney. True, Bitcoins are di�cult to
use, but there are other simpler
cryptos that are available. 

The di�erent degrees of di�cul-
ties underlying cryptos relate to
the problem of ‘double spending’.
Fiat currency has the property
that once spent, it cannot be spent
again except through forgery, be-
cause it is no more with the spen-
der. But, software on a computer
can be used repeatedly.

Blockchain and encryption
have solved the problem by devis-
ing protocols such as ‘proof of
work’ and ‘proof of stake’. They
enable the use of cryptos for tran-
sactions. While the �rst protocol is
di�cult, the second is simpler but
prone to hacking and fraud. To-
day, thousands of di�erent kinds
of cryptos exist; Bitcoin like cryp-
tos, Alt coins and Stable coins.

CBDC, unlike cryptos
Blockchain enables decentralisa-
tion. That is, everyone on the
crypto platform has a say. But,
central banks would not want that.
Further, they would want a �at
currency to be exclusively issued
and controlled by them. But, theo-
retically everyone can ‘mine’ and
create crypto. So, for the CBDC to
be in central control, solving the

‘double spending’ problem and
being a crypto (not just a digital
version of currency) seems
impossible.

A centralised CBDC will require
the RBI to validate each transac-
tion — something it does not do
presently. Once a currency note is
issued, the RBI does not keep
track of its use in transactions.
Keeping track will be horrendous-
ly complex which could make a
crypto such as the CBDC unusable
unless new secure protocols are
designed. No wonder, Kristalina
Georgieva, International Mone-
tary Fund Managing Director, said
earlier this year: “All told, around
100 countries are exploring
CBDCs at one level or another.
Some researching, some testing,
and a few already distributing
CBDC to the public... As you might
expect, the IMF is deeply involved
in this issue, including through
providing technical assistance to
many members.”

So, CBDCs at present cannot be
a substitute for cryptos that will
soon begin to be used as money.
This will impact the functioning of
central banks and commercial
banks. Further, a ban on cryptos
requires global coordination,
which seems unlikely. Ms. Geor-
gieva has said, “The history of mo-
ney is entering a new chapter”.
The RBI needs to heed this caution
and not be defensive.

Arun Kumar is Malcolm Adiseshiah Chair
Professor, Institute of Social Sciences and
the author of ‘Indian Economy’s Greatest
Crisis: Impact of the Coronavirus and the
Road Ahead’, 2020

Cryptos and a CBDC are not the same thing 
The central bank must note that a Central Bank Digital Currency can only be a �at currency and not a crypto
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There are two agreements
that the Centre has signed
with various Naga groups
and the government should
implement them, Leader of
the Congress in the Lok Sab-
ha Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury
said in a letter to Union
Home Minister Amit Shah on
Monday.

Mr. Chowdhury said the
late Rajiv Gandhi had made
an o�er to hold uncondition-
al talks with Naga insurgents
in 1991 but the actual nego-
tiations could start only in
1997. “At present, we have
two o�cial agreements bet-

ween the Central govern-
ment and Naga insurgents —
the framework agreement
signed at the residence of
the Prime Minister on Au-
gust 3, 2015 between R.N.
Ravi, interlocutor, and Th.

Muivah, General Secretary
of the NSCN [National Social-
ist Council of Nagaland]
(IM), and the agreed points
signed between R.N. Ravi
and the working committee
of six factions of Naga Nation
Political Groups (NNPGs) on
November 17, 2017,” he said.

“I request you to kindly
implement the above men-
tioned agreements so that
the Nagaland issue is re-
solved,” he added. 

Even though a framework
agreement between the
NSCN-(IM) and the Centre
had been signed, a �nal re-
solution of the peace talks is
pending.

He writes to Amit Shah ‘to resolve the Nagaland issue’ 
Special Correspondent
New Delhi

Adhir Ranjan Chowdhury 

Adhir Ranjan urges Centre
to implement Naga pacts 
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The Vice Chief of Army
Sta�, Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande,
has been appointed the 29th
Chief of the Army Sta�, a
Defence Ministry statement
said on Monday. 

He is the �rst o�cer from
the Corps of Engineers and
also the �rst from combat
support arms — the combat
arms being infantry, artil-
lery and armoured — to
head the 1.3-million Indian
Army. 

He will take over on April
30 when the incumbent,
General Manoj Naravane, is
set to retire.

Appointment is still
awaited for the post of Chief
of Defence Sta� (CDS) which
has fallen vacant following
the untimely demise of the
country’s �rst CDS, Gen. Bi-
pin Rawat, in a chopper
crash in December. Gen. Na-
ravane is at present the se-
nior-most and front runner
for the post.

The Service chiefs can
continue in o�ce till 62
years of age or for three
years, whichever is earlier,
while the age limit for the
CDS is 65 with no �xed te-
nure de�ned.

Lt. Gen. Pande was com-
missioned in December
1982 into the Corps of Engi-
neers (The Bombay Sap-
pers). 

Top responsibilities
He took over as Vice Chief
on February 1 and prior to
that was the General O�cer
Commanding-in-Chief, East-
ern Command. 

From June 1 to January 31
he served as the 15th Com-
manding-in-Chief of the An-
daman & Nicobar Com-
mand (CINCAN). 

He is also the Colonel

Commandant of the Bom-
bay Sappers.

Once he takes over as
Chief, all the three Service
Chiefs will be from the 61st
Course at the National De-
fence Academy (NDA). Lt.
Gen. Pande is a graduate of
Sta� College, Camberley
(United Kingdom), and at-
tended the Higher Com-
mand Course at Army War
College, Mhow and National
Defence College (NDC) at
Delhi. 

UN Mission
He was posted as Chief Engi-
neer at the United Nations
Mission in Ethiopia and
Eritrea.

The General O�cer has
commanded 117 Engineer
Regiment during Operation
PARAKRAM in Pallanwala
Sector of Jammu and Kash-
mir, along the Line of Con-
trol (LoC). 

He commanded an Engi-
neer Regiment along the
LoC, an Engineer Brigade as
part of the Strike Corps, an
Infantry Brigade along the
LoC, a Mountain Division in
high altitude area of western
Ladakh and a Corps de-
ployed along the Line of Ac-
tual Control (LAC) as also in
counter insurgency opera-
tions area in the Northeast
region.

Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande
is new Army chief 
He will assume charge on April 30
Dinakar Peri
NEW DELHI 

Lt. Gen. Manoj Pande



General Studies Paper I

A
History of Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of art forms, literature and architecture from
ancient to modern times;

B
Modern Indian history from about the middle of the eighteenth century until the present-significant
events, personalities, issues;

C
Freedom struggle-its various stages and important contributors / contributions from different parts of
the country;

D Post-independence consolidation and reorganization within the country;

E
History of the world will include events from 18th century such as industrial revolution, world wars,
re-drawal of national boundaries, colonization, decolonization,

F
Political philosophies like communism, capitalism, socialism etc.-their forms and effect on the
society

G Salient features of Indian Society, Diversity of India;

H Effects of globalization on Indian society;

I Role of women and women’s organization;

J Social empowerment, communalism, regionalism & secularism

K Salient features of world’s physical geography;

L
Geographical features and their location- changes in critical geographical features (including water
bodies and ice-caps) and in flora and fauna and the effects of such changes;

M Important Geophysical phenomena such as earthquakes, Tsunami, Volcanic activity, cyclone etc.

N
Distribution of key natural resources across the world (including South Asia and the Indian
subcontinent);

O
Factors responsible for the location of primary, secondary, and tertiary sector industries in various
parts of the world (including India);

P Population and associated issues;

Q Urbanization, their problems and their remedies

  

General Studies Paper II
A India and its neighbourhood- relations;

B Important International institutions, agencies and fora- their structure, mandate;
C Effect of policies and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests;

D
Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s
interests.

E
Indian Constitution, historical underpinnings, evolution, features, amendments, significant provisions
and basic structure;

F Comparison of the Indian Constitutional scheme with other countries;

G
Functions and responsibilities of the Union and the States, issues and challenges pertaining to the
federal structure, devolution of powers and finances up to local levels and challenges therein;
Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

H
Parliament and State Legislatures - structure, functioning, conduct of business, powers & privileges
and issues arising out of these;

I
Structure, organization and functioning of the executive and the judiciary, Ministries and
Departments;
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J Separation of powers between various organs dispute redressal mechanisms and institutions;

K
Appointment to various Constitutional posts, powers, functions and responsibilities of various
Constitutional bodies;

L Statutory, regulatory and various quasi-judicial bodies;

M
Mechanisms, laws, institutions and bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections;

N Salient features of the Representation of People’s Act;

O
Important aspects of governance, transparency and accountability, e-governance- applications,
models, successes, limitations, and potential;

P Citizens charters, transparency & accountability and institutional and other measures;

Q Issues relating to poverty and hunger,

R
Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States, Performance
of these schemes;

S
Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to education
and human resources;

T Issues relating to development and management of social sector / services relating to health

  
General Studies Paper III

A
Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development
and employment;

B
Effects of liberalization on the economy, changes in industrial policy and their effects on industrial
growth;

C Inclusive growth and issues arising from it;

D Infrastructure Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. Government budgeting;

E Land reforms in India

F
Major crops, cropping patterns in various parts of the country, different types of irrigation and
irrigation systems;

G Storage, transport and marketing of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints;
H e-technology in the aid of farmers; Technology Missions; Economics of Animal-Rearing.

I
Issues of buffer stocks and food security, Public Distribution System- objectives, functioning,
limitations, revamping;

J
Food processing and related industries in India – scope and significance, location, upstream and
downstream requirements, supply chain management;

K Issues related to direct and indirect farm subsidies and minimum support prices

L Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, bio-technology;

M Indigenization of technology and developing new technology;
N Developments and their applications and effects in everyday life;
O Issues relating to intellectual property rights

P Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment

Q Disaster and disaster management

R
Challenges to internal security through communication networks, role of media and social
networking sites in internal security challenges, basics of cyber security;

S Money-laundering and its prevention;
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T Various forces and their mandate;

U Security challenges and their management in border areas;

V Linkages of organized crime with terrorism;

W Role of external state and non-state actors in creating challenges to internal security;

X Linkages between development and spread of extremism.

  
General Studies Paper IV

A Ethics and Human Interface: Essence, determinants and consequences of Ethics in human actions;
B Dimensions of ethics;

C
Ethics in private and public relationships. Human Values - lessons from the lives and teachings of
great leaders, reformers and administrators;

D Role of family, society and educational institutions in inculcating values.
E Attitude: Content, structure, function; its influence and relation with thought and behaviour;
F Moral and political attitudes;
G Social influence and persuasion.

H
Aptitude and foundational values for Civil Service , integrity, impartiality and non-partisanship,
objectivity, dedication to public service, empathy, tolerance and compassion towards the weaker
sections.

I Emotional intelligence-concepts, and their utilities and application in administration and governance.
J Contributions of moral thinkers and philosophers from India and world.
K Public/Civil service values and Ethics in Public administration: Status and problems;
L Ethical concerns and dilemmas in government and private institutions;
M Laws, rules, regulations and conscience as
N sources of ethical guidance;

O
Accountability and ethical governance; strengthening of ethical and moral values in governance;
ethical issues in international relations and funding;

P Corporate governance.
Q Probity in Governance: Concept of public service;
R Philosophical basis of governance and probity;

S
Information sharing and transparency in government, Right to Information, Codes of Ethics, Codes
of Conduct, Citizen’s Charters, Work culture, Quality of service delivery, Utilization of public funds,
challenges of corruption.

T Case Studies on above issues.
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